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1, Prior to World War I there were rour shipbuilding yards operating in Tallin .,

(2) "Vene-Baltit (Russian Baltic).—~This yard employed approxi-
mately vhousand persons, had seven or eight ways, and
about seven or eight cranes,

(b: “Becker" ~This yard employed about six thousand persons, had
Tour very long ways, and {>wr cranes. The largest crane had
a capacity of 100 tons (1 ton equals 1,102 English tons),
The Russian warship of 12 s000 gross regular tons ®Ienn-k*
was built here., Tris yard, as well as the Vene-Balti, was
destroyed during World War I and remained out of operation
ud to the time of my departure in 194is The yards of both
shipyards were used to house small factories which rented
space,

(c) "Nobelessner ~Wer{t" ,—-This yard employed abcut 40O persons
had one way with a capucity of one thousand tons, This yard
also had 10 graving docks with cranes and carried out only
ship repairs, Tt was not undsr government control,
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(8) ™Rugi Sadaua Tehased" (Government Yards Jo—This yard has been
in continuous operation since the Czarist regimes., It is located next
to the main harbor on the eastern edge of the citys Yards were about one
squars kilometer in size and consisted of thr g cranes, three
dry docks, and about ten buildings The flcating cranes l;
were of about 100 ton capacity each and the dry docks had a capacity of
eight thousand tons each. All of ten buildings, brick constructed, were
one-floor high and sbout 75 x 20 meters in size, The shops had all
necessary equipment such as rolls, presses, lathes, milling machines,
Planers, and shapers, as well as a small foundrys The rolls were approxi=
mately three meters in width and consisted of three stations. There wes
a railroad siding by every building., The {loating-type cranes were old,
dating from Cgarist times, but in good condition. All materials used
for making repairs in this yard were importede The only local materials
used were wood and cement., Electricity came from “eliama, located about
4O miles from Tallin . The small castiig foundry prodused various:parts
for ship repairs, such as engine heads, shafts, other engine parts,
rudders, etc, The largest casting produced was about 300 kgs, 0f the
700 employees, 100 were in administration, 20 ware special technicians,
and the remaining cne-hslf wers skilled snipyard woriers, Several auto-
matic welding machines for light and small metal parts were imported
from Germany and were in good condition up to the time of my dep

194ks}e There eamh chniques at this plant,
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[Maximum potential for repairs was a ship of about eight
thousand tons with two to three ‘thousand P-3. (one p.s. 2quals 1,01 np e 4
Engines could be repaired in three days if only minor repairs were necessary,
If a general overhauling were in order, this would take about & week to
ten dm.

The controlling Winistry for government shipyards was the Department of Ways
of the Ministry of Transportation, ‘ ]

The only new ship constructed, a 500~ton ice breaker, was at the Novelessner—~
Werft shipyard. It was much cheaper to buy old ships from a foreign country
such as Sweden, the UK, Germany, or Finland, and repair and recondi’ion them
than to construct new ships. This was because labor and materials for repairs
wers much cheaper in Estonisz than elsewhere,

Up to 194k, there were no new shipjards planned or under construction,e

Navy ships undergoing repairs at "Rugi Sadama Tehased® had the guns removed
and taken to the naval arsenal in Tallip o This arsenal was located in Soo St
and was officlally called the War linistry Arsenal. Here, also, J -
factured the 7.89 mm rifle and its ca.rtridge&.éﬁT
there was an automatic ammnition machine of man design being operated by
women. This machine was later removed to the USSR by the Soviets,

The Nuvy had a small crdnance plant located near the Nobelessner-Werft yards,
01d mines left over from the Czarist times were reconditioned and reloaded
with fresh explosives in this Dla=t, Other underwatsr ordnance such as tope -
pedoes and depth charges came from the UK. Diesel engines, as well as steam '
engines, were built at the Franz Krull and the Ilmarina plants,

were located about two miles from the Hobelsssnsr-Rerit suipyarde

ore 200 h p Diesel engine built at Frans Krull and one 3,000 h P steam engine

built at Ilmarina, ost of the other steam engines were of & stationary typs.

Ship engines weve mnenalls- ronuils siell al Lhe yardse
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25X1 Te The only other installati o
nanufecture was a small po' hich engaged in ardnance

. ns Rug Tehased shipyards, .
It produced 37 mm antitank and antiaircraft guns copisd from n;do;ambbhgg:'n-om

Ge . ' ! v '
g o:rm:gh;The few which were made were scrappad baetuge the, did not function
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